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The six hundred thousand Jepanese prisoners taken by the Soviets were
divided into tattalions of one thousand mer. On= battalion waes assigned

to a cerp, making approximately 609 crmps. The read geo-
graph’cally into at least five areas.
vossible that there were more

|
| Each area was brcken down into
4districts and the carps were nunbered withi g L

i

The number fi-e desi one designates the district
and Ol desiznates the camp.

e VPO
in the fifth ares were all very similay as =a

size cud structure.
J ‘the Magadan sreg
L Jcamps|  [were the same as to size and structure. The
CBIpS Were usualiy square shaped and approximately %00 feet square.
There was a double row of wire fences with an approximate 12-foot
corridor between the fences and at each corner within the corridor was
8 guard tower. The carps situated near cities and just south of
Komsomolsk had Adouble wire fences, whereas all camps north of Komsomolsk
and those not near Populated areas had outer fences made cf wooden boards.
"1 boards were eight to 10 feet high sbove the ground, were two to three
feet into the ground, and were between twe and thiee inches thick, rough
cut with picket-type tops. The boards weTe braced on the leeward side
against strong wings.

gnates the ares,
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ALl the co i the L aron Lol

Lulld iy Tad n@en used reviously as slorc.-labore camps,

in very poor condition when oy westelion, No 29, arrived. lid nad fall oout

of vae chinks, and the Jiret winser mh&i%ﬁ) spare i

tj

This ceiean-uo and repelr vork was compilsory bui we wers 20t elloved to do it
durin; our rezular work day. The prisoners were zied to do tnls wegk @

spere time,; however, which wes only at nizht, becaus: 1% ade 5
el warcer and casier to keep clean. The secend year (19LE)

e plasicr trhe vutside of the lo; cabins and to celeimlne thewmw

Jave the appearance of white shiceo wutldings. Because of tho Jreat loath of
the winter, the white buildings were well camoufleged mont ol e sear, gy the
=2d of 1948 most of Lha raovetion of the zamps wes conrpl,

The firet camp ’—".m,s Ho 5/101 (October 1ohs

Dofe - Jepaaese phone’is spellin:

was spent filliny the holes and slusterin; the insids of tn

@ Sulldings, 2 5X¥

their

25X1

e
ayte, which

it was onvicus tuet bns YL ‘
tad been recently vecupled as there ves fresn sernae a har e dldence on fhe 25X1
sroudses, extreuely crovded and in rerly 10b5 pu sAditional o0 sev
verg broufit In Taiing querterc almost unbearobic . 25X1

this was only tem Y an ter aporoxiiately 30 Geye
another carp approximately one mile west. Thip cuy , Mo 5/13
accoxmodated a few mors but 1t was 3441) very much overcrovdsd. AP

1ch e
conpleting the renovation of CAID 5/101, had %0 svars renovetiny nf 25X1

comp 5/111, whilch was even in Worsa condition. carpe 5/30L vas

1
%0 oe used as a ‘technical school for the maintenance ard operation of rmtors i
end vehicles. Vehloles end other equipment were belng woved inso the aarp, and i
the corridor betweeon t ¢ fonees was bein; used as & run-way for tesiing 25X1
‘/ehicle;sz this technicel school was trainin, Soviet |

"hea " corTIenE (lomr-S1me herdened crizinals) 25%1

miles north off camp 5/101.
Oothers. In the :

o Gl
no~ouLed

Jus

...... Pisters)

"Sovkwz! o

2in

-

1 0 the srisoners

far. work

25X1

25X1
25X1

northern autslirts of § W11 and vas well

25X1

sountains. Hormoli is sitnabed in the oz Loran :
2xtended north 52 the citr. Because the hills serve as au eNeedl YRR
> flare, “he food distribution cenier at Dohf, a5 well as the NIVD teedgwoens.

; i
vere myved %o Hormols. :

The DAL fBaikal-Amir-Megistral Reilroad ran northwest fompnt S e fund 1 rig 25X1
Toute amps every 10 or 12 miles. T ‘
LTy : o Wl LorlbWest 0. Goriv was mRocheT BT R L U

which was wumbercd 5/407.

-

ealidy
tovn of Ebarin

1
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+eilroad turned due west tovard Lake Bailal to %ic in vith the Trans-Siverisn

Railroed. 25X1

At each camp, two squads of soldiers, totalling about 30 men, one officer s
sometimes two, and two to four non-commissioned officers vere detailed &s
guards. They were armed with rifles and fixed bayonets. When we moved from &
camp, riflemen were at the head and reer of the column, and the guards on the sides
of the columms carried Burp quns. The Soriet officer in charge of the camp lived
the first some of these officers vere replaced by e’vilians, 25x%1
B these officers receive )
their orders daily, an they knew no more sbout future Plens than the daily

orders disclosed. These 1y orders were placed in a netal tube and dropped o5%1
25X1

litical azent wag

atmched to the camp. from Moscow end ths
agent was usually a Soviet officer. He was greatly respected end feered by
ell the security personnel.

25X1

Even though a battalion of one thousapi men was assigned to each camp, the

approximate capacity of all thc comos was 800, They were, of course, always

overcrowded, which resulted in e great deal of disconfort for the prisoners.

Occasionally, additional small £roups were sent to e camp, but this waus usuar.y

only temporary. Alsc, deaths resulting from freezing, malnutrition, and a lack

of medical care scmetimesn brought the nubexr of prisoners down to the usual size |
sroup.

25X1

Water supply was the Greatest problem, rarticularly during the winter so, Lus.
The water was hauled in by hand and in the w 40 Aottt et SEYT
throuzh several feet of ice. . 25X1

would 3o many months without & bath and during the '\-J.’.;r.'.‘:r\—‘ sas
could never get enougzl water for laundry purposss.

One “doctor" was assiszned to each canp. Some were 300d, but som were very ine
competent end brutel. About one-half of the "doctors®™ were So.iet women.

These women werc often rerciless and treated the prisoners sor. severei-r than
did the men "doetors.” In 19465 medical attention improwed 2cisiderabl; .

More "dectors™ were ussiuned to each camp, and they seemed 4o he hetter
qualified,

Sanitation was appalling, particularly the first winter (1945 and 194E). This
wes by far the worst winter for the prisoners, did net have adequaze
clothing. No clothes were issued vhatsoever; only the ;armente %§X}
ﬁpossessed when captured. ALlso, there wis a shortage of food the firs:
vinter, &s mich of the food assigned to the prisoners was stolen hv the S0 e,
guards. They divided it between themselves and Soviet efwiliene frmasmon oz
tuey did not have enoush food for themsélves. The standard ration ron
of 320 srams of black bread, 300 grams of ceresl, 25 grams of figh, 12
of sugar, 800 grams of vegetsble (almost alvnvs noketoes) end S -oo-
Gii. Thic ration never varied throughout. vw entire fiwe veavs frmeieommean .
| [rarely recefved aay suger anc did not always receive the nll. About thres
times & ear megt was ziven in Place of fish. Until tae last WUpL: O s, 25X1
ver received the full ration of th: other items, and only occasionalls 25X1
renive fll gwantitiag fn $has lost muc T

somewhat in quality.

25X1

ERE TR L Loow sase inproved
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The £irst six to ten months of my lmprisonment

The % the priconers ware sed .
igt’_; :hr:;nz;sszi i: nﬁ.g.;].%t:henm a. llis{;ﬁ change for the g;t::?”:gdh ' a
K & definite changs. The food improved sbtep :

clothing was provided, and recreation wai imtwo u e e .babtemr -
88 DI -vas imtroduced  There ves .y E ’ ‘
of discrimination shown between those who acespte i '

e acespted iomunism and thoze who S i
remii:;d reactionists, howover. A limited number o:‘Jmsiceil“instmlzl;:;tm o i
auv? * ;:, ;2: costumes end othexr’ raphernalie vas furnished, spéﬂimy f:: i
gy_ zhe ﬁ:c 8. The camp political agent supervised the entertainmont given 1
b prisoners. .These ivprovemento vere, of course, well synchromized Wi }
the politicel fndoctrinstiem progran. , : th ﬁ

]
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